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The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

Justice K. Chandru, who
has been appointed as the
one-man committee to stu-
dy the state of juvenile
homes, special homes and
places of safety, has asked
members of the public to
come forward with sugges-
tions.

People could send infor-

mation or suggestions by
post to the office of the
one-man committee at 147,
Kutchery Road, Mylapore,
or meet the committee on
working days between 3
p.m. and 5 p.m.

The retired judge has
been asked to submit re-
commendations on va-
rious aspects such as in-

Justice K. Chandru

medical facilities, food and
nutrition and aftercare.

Report in 4 months

He would submit a report
in four months on the facil-
ities constituted under the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children)

frastructure, health and Act, 2015.
Juvenile Justice Act 2015
Features of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015

1. The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act was instituted and passed
by the Indian Parliament in 2015 to substitute the Juvenile Delinquency Law and the
Juvenile Justice Act of 2000.

2. The Act included clauses for juveniles aged 16 to 18 to be tried as adults if they were
found to be in violation of the law, particularly heinous offences.

3. The Act also included provisions for adoption. The Hindu Adoptions and
Maintenance Act (1956) and the Guardians of the Ward Act (1890) were repealed in
favour of more universally accessible adoption regulations.
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4. The JJ Act made the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) the statutory
framework for adoption-related matters, allowing adoption techniques for orphans,
surrendered, and neglected or abandoned children to run smoothly.

5. All Child Care Institutions, regardless of whether they are run by the State
Government or by voluntary or non-governmental organizations, must be registered
under the Act within 6 months of its implementation.

6. The Juvenile Justice Act refined adoption methodologies for orphans, homeless
children, and children who had surrendered.

7. The act also established foster care in India.

To allow it to carry out its duties more efficiently, the current Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA) has been upgraded to the status of a statutory body.

9. The law also states that when a decision to adopt a child is taken, disabled children
and physically or financially ineffectual children are given precedence.

10. Special measures have been taken to deal with child offenders aged 16 to 18 who
commit heinous crimes.

11. After undertaking the preliminary assessment, the Juvenile Justice Board has the
option of transferring cases of heinous criminal offences conducted by such children
to a Children’s Court (called a Court of Session).

Offences under the Juvenile Justice Act

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act covers three types of offences.
These offences include — Cognizable, Non-Cognizable, and cases including both Cognizable
and Non-Cognizable Offences. All these offences are discussed in detail in the section below:

Cognizable Offences:

A cognizable offence, under the Juvenile Justice Act 2015, is a crime for which a policeman,
according to the first schedule or any other law in force at the time, could first detain the
convict with no need for a warrant and begin an investigation without consent from the
court. Killing, rape, abduction, thievery, dowry death, and other abhorrent or profound
offences are examples of cognizable offences. Only cognizable crimes receive a first
information report (FIR).

Non-Cognizable Offences:

A non-cognizable crime is one that is not bailable and is listed in the first schedule of
the Indian Penal Code. In the instance of a non-cognizable offence, the police cannot detain
or investigate the defendant in the absence of a warrant.
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A charge sheet is filed with the magistrate, who is presumed to direct that an investigation
be launched by the involved police officers. Falsification, deception or cheating, defamation,
public nuisance, and other non-cognizable crimes fall into this category.

Cases including both Cognizable and Non-Cognizable Offences:

As per Section 155(4) of the Criminal Procedure Code, whenever there are two or maybe
more crimes conducted in a case, at least one of which is cognizable and the other is not, in
that scenario, the complete case must then be treated as a cognizable case, with the lead
investigating officer having all of the authority and power that he possesses when
investigating a cognizable case.

Problems with Juvenile Justice Act 2015

1. The amendment in question is to Section 86 of the JJ Act, which states that crimes
under the special law, punishable by three to seven years in prison, have now been
recategorized as non-cognizable.

2. While victims will be unable to straightforwardly report such crimes due to power
imbalances, often such crimes are brought to the police by either parents or child
rights organizations and Child Welfare Committees (CWC).

3. Parents of such children are most often day labourers who are either unsure how to
go about reporting the crime or are unwilling to document the crimes with the
police.

4. They do not want to participate in the court process as it would require them to
leave work, resulting in wage loss.

5. In most cases, CWCs’ (Child Welfare Committees) very first intuition is to “talk and
come to an agreement” without intensifying the incident to the police.

6. Attempting to make these crimes, as well as several other major offences under the
special law, non-cognizable would end up making trying to report a crime to the
police much more complicated.
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World Lupus Day observed
at Stanley Medical College

Lupus Day 2023 was observed at the Government
Stanley Medical College Hospital on Wednesday.
According to a press release, lupus is a chronic
autoimmune disease that can cause inflammation
in any part of the body. In India, 14 to 60 per

lakh population are affected by the disease and it
predominantly affects women in the ratio of 9:1.
The theme for this year was ‘Making Lupus
Visible’ to increase public awareness about
diagnosis of lupus.

About Lupus:

1. Lupusis an autoimmune disease in which the body's immune system starts attacking
your own tissues and organs.

2. The condition primarily affects the kidney, but it also has an impact on the skin,
blood vessels, connective tissue, heart, brain, and almost every other organ.

3. Itistreated by immunosuppression via drugs such as mycophenolate, azathioprine,
cyclophosphamide, rituximab

4. The SLEDAI disease activity index is used for the prognosis of this disease.

What are the types of lupus?

Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE): The most common form of lupus.
Cutaneous lupus: A form of lupus that is limited to the skin.

Drug-induced lupus: A lupus-like disease caused by certain prescription drugs.
Neonatal lupus: A rare condition that affects infants of women who have lupus.

LN
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No answers even months after atrocity

| STATE OF PLAY |

5 (Eamesan
garssan s hammmsgibstmb an

hee social fabric of Ta-

mil Madu, widely ack-

mowledged as a pro-
pressive Stabe, is put o sevens
sirin every now amnd d‘lurl'b}
appalling acs of airocibes
against Dalits. The most e
cent of such cases - the
dumping of buman feces in
an overhead tank that sup-
plied drinking water to Dulit
Bmilies af Vengaivaval in Pu-
clukmitai elistrict - renmins -
resolved even nearly four
months after the State's pre-
mier imvestigation agency, the
Crimse Branch-Criminal Inves-
Bgation Department (CE-CIE,
besgam its imvestigation. A one-
by thee Maxcdras: High Couart, has
also begum a parallel ingudry:

The hamilet, which can be
reached by a barely motorable
ol branching off from the
Tiruchi-Pudukottad  Naticnal
Highway, remains  heavily
pumrded as its 30-odd Dalit fi-
milies live diose o Erafvr,
which & dominated by inber-
meifiaie caste members.

Aroand st Christmas,
some Dalits, especially chil-
dren, started taking ill. Water
comtamination was suspected,
and youngsters whis cheched
the tank found the faeces
foating inside. The wictims
were left shaken and so were
social activists. Incidents of
discrimination against Dalits
by people of dominant castes
arenot new, but the sheer per-
wersion of the act in Yengai-
warval was disturbing.

The police hooked a case
under the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
wertion of Atrocities) Act, 1985
and the Indian Penal Code
and formed multiple probe
teams. But a5 weeks passed

oy, activists and political par-
ties, especially the Viduthalai
Chinsthaigal Katchi and the
Left parties, grew restive over
the delay in arresting the per-
petrators of the crime.
Inmid-fanuary, Chief bins-
ter MUK Stalin told the As-
sembly that his government
will act Grmly against those in-
dulging in such
acts. As the issoe refused bo
die down, the case was tmns-
ferred tothe CB-CIDL
Pudukettai  Collector  Ka-
vitha Ramu, who visited the
village a day afier the inddent
came b hight, found the preva-

are kept aside for Dukits and
fior others ts serve ke, She al-
so led a group of Dalits inko
Eraiyur's Sri Ayyanar temple,
wheere they had allegedly been
denied entry for years.

Curiously, mone of the State
Ministers, espedally 5. Rego-
pathy and Siva. V. Meyyanath-
an, who represent the district,
visited the village immediately
after the incident. They did =0
onby around Pongal, nearky 20
days later, along with the M-
mister for Adi Dranvidar Wel-
fare, N. Kayalvizhi Sebrar. To
promote harmaomny, they par-
tsk in 2 “Samathina Pangal’
(2 commumity fesst) and led a
public darshan at the Sri Ayyar-
mar temple.

Activists viewed the temple
entry a5 a diversionary tactic
and Felt that the government
was trying o play down the in-
cident. There were cilk for

demalishing the water tank.
The authorities desisted, con-
tending it was key evidence in
the case. The construction ofa
mew wiather tank, to replice the
conl

In the absence of any
known eyewitnesoes or sur-
veidllance cimeras in the ham-
let, the investigators have had
o bargely depend on circum-
stamtial evidence and posible
srientific corrobaration. Dalik
of the village are aghast that
despite being the victims, they
oo ane being viewed as sus-
perts. One of them moved the
Madurai Bench of the Madrs
High Court against the CB-
CIIYs decision to seek blood
samples from him for a DRA
test. The agency had sought to
conduct DNA tests, with the
appronval of the Special Court
for exchesive trial of cases un-
der the SC/ET (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, on suspects
from both commumities in an
attempt te try and match
them with samples of the fe-
cal matter found in the water
tamk. K has inguired over 150
persons, and more suspects
conddd bee askhed o undengo the
DR tests, But this again i
seen as a defaying tactic by the
activists, who say the imvest-
gators ought to look for the
persons who  dumped  the
faeces rather than trying to
trace the origin of the Eeces.

With the Madms High
Conert deriding bo wait for two
munths for the report of the
one-man commission instead
of ondering a probe by the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
thon, as sought by a public in-
terest Htigane, the inguiry by
the retired High Couwrt judge
M. Sathyamamyanan  has
raised expectations. The vic-
tims, who are haunted by the
hamiliaiion, deserve answers.

Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act

- 600045

o In 1989, the Government of India enacted the Scheduled Castes and Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act in order to prevent atrocities against SC/STs.

o The purpose of the Act was to prevent atrocities and help in the social
inclusion of Dalits into society.

e Aim:

o This legislation aims at preventing the commission of offences by persons
other than Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes against Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes.
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Offender:

o Any person who is not a member of a scheduled caste or a scheduled
tribe and commits an offence listed in the Act against a member of a
scheduled caste or a scheduled tribe is an offender.

Cognizable offence:

o All offences listed in the Act are cognizable.

o The police can arrest the offender without a warrant and start an
investigation into the case without taking any orders from the court.

Punishments:
o The Act prescribes both minimum as well as maximum punishment.
= The minimum in most cases is six months imprisonment while the
maximum is five years sentence and with a fine.

o Insome cases, the minimum is enhanced to one year while the maximum

goes up to life imprisonment or even death sentence.

Other Provisions safeguarding the rights of SCs and Sts in India

The Indian Government has enacted laws to remove negative discrimination and has
also brought in many reforms to improve the quality of life for the weaker sections
of society. Few among them are:
o Constitutionally guaranteed fundamental human rights
o Abolition of ‘untouchability’ in 1950
o Provision of reservations in places like educational institutions, for
employment opportunities etc.
o Establishing social welfare departments and national commissions for the
welfare of scheduled castes and tribes.
Right to Equality
o Articles 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 of the Constitution of India highlight the Right
to Equality in detail.
o ltrefers to equality in the eyes of law, discarding any unfairness on grounds
of caste, race, religion, place of birth sex.
o ltalsoincludes equality of prospects in matters of employment, abolition of
untouchability and abolition of titles.
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The leaders will have the opportunity to review strong bilateral cooperation in various areas

of mutual interest, including technology, clean energy. and defence, says an MEA statement

Sriram Lakshman

he White House

has announced the

state visit by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Washington DC  next
month. The visit has been
in the works for months,
with Indian officials work-
ing out the logistics for Mr.
Modi’s first state visit dur-
ing the Biden
administration.

“President Joe Biden
and First Lady Jill Biden
will host Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of the Re-
public of India for an Offi-
cial State Visit to the United
States, which will include a
state dinner, on June 22,
2023,” the announcement
said, adding that the visit
will “affirm the deep and
close partnership” bet-
ween the two countries
and their people to people
ties. The government con-
firmed the visit, saying it
would underscore the
“growing importance” of
the bilateral relationship.

“The leaders will have

Close ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi (left) with U.S. President
Joe Biden during the G-20 Summit in Indonesia. FILE PHOTO

the opportunity to review
strong bilateral coopera-
tion in various areas of mu-
tual interest, including
technology, trade, indus-
try, education, research,
clean energy, defence, se-
curity, healthcare, and
deepening people-to-peo-
ple connections,” the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
(MEA) said in a statement.

“The visit will streng-
then our two countries’
shared commitment to a
free, open, prosperous,
and secure Indo-Pacific

and our shared resolve to
elevate our strategic tech-
nology partnership,” the
White House said.

The Indian readout
went into more detail, ad-
ding that the two leaders
would reflect on “their
shared vision for a free,
open, and inclusive Indo-
Pacific and discuss oppor-
tunities to expand and con-
solidate the Quad
engagement”.

The MEA also said the
visit would allow Mr. Modi
and Mr. Biden to explore

ways in which India and
the U.S. could strengthen
their cooperation at the
G-20 [of which India cur-
rently holds the rotating
presidency] and other
multilateral and plurilater-
al forums.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Biden
are expected to discuss an
expansion in educational
exchanges, climate
change, workforce deve-
lopment and health securi-
ty, according to the White
House.

“This historic visit offers
a valuable opportunity for
India and the U.S. to furth-
er deepen a comprehen-
sive and forward-looking
global strategic partner-
ship,” the MEA said.

The Hindu had reported
that Mr. Modi and Mr. Bi-
den are also expected to in-
teract multiple times later
in May — at the G7 meet-
ings in Hiroshima, in Pa-
pua New Guinea, and at
the Quad Summit in
Sydney.

(With inputs from
Kallol Bhattacherjee)
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ICMR conducts trial
run of blood bag
delivery by drone

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICME) on
Wednesday  successfully
conducted a trial run of de-
livery of blood bags under
its iDrone initiaive.

The trial run has been
undertaken for the first
time in the country by the
ICMR; Lady Hardinge Med-
ical College (LHMC); Go-
vernment Institute of Med-
ical Sciences  (GIMS),
Greater Noida; and the Jay-
pee Institute of Informa-
tion Technology (JUT),
Noida, a release issued by
the Health Ministry said.

The inaugural trial flight
carried 10 units of whole
blood samples from the
GIMS and the LHMC in vi-
sual line of sight.

“The i-DRONE was first
used during the COVID-19
pandemic by the ICME for

The inaugural flight carried 10
units of whole blood samples.

distributing vaccines to re-
mote areas. Today, we are
transporting blood and
blood-related  products
which are supposed to be
kept at a low temperature.
After the experiment, we
found that not only can we
maintain the temperature,
there was also no damage
to the products transport-
ed,” Rajiv Bahl, Director-
General, ICMR, said.

More drone flights will
be conducted to validate
the guality of blood pro-
ducts transported.

Indian Council of Medical Research

= |tis the apex body in India for the formulation, coordination and promotion of
biomedical research.

* |ts mandate is to conduct, coordinate and implement medical research for the benefit
of the Society; translating medical innovations into products/processes and
introducing them into the public health system.

* |tis funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health Research,
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
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i-Drone Significance:

e Drones can be used in delivering important life-saving medicines and
collecting blood samples in critical situations and in tough geographical areas.

e Over the last decade, drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), are being
increasingly used for
o law and order,
o courier services,
o surveillance and
o attack in the military domain.
e Modern drones have been used militarily since the 1990s, including by the US during
the Gulf War.
¢ InIndia, the most commonly known drones are:
o Quad- and hexacopters used for civil and commercial purposes,
o Heron drones used for military surveillance.
o Different UAVs operate under various technologies ranging from the remote
control by a human operator to using GPS and radio frequencies, and
autopilot assistance
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