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Juvenile Justice Act 2015 

Features of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015 

1. The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act was instituted and passed 
by the Indian Parliament in 2015 to substitute the Juvenile Delinquency Law and the 
Juvenile Justice Act of 2000. 

2. The Act included clauses for juveniles aged 16 to 18 to be tried as adults if they were 
found to be in violation of the law, particularly heinous offences. 

3. The Act also included provisions for adoption. The Hindu Adoptions and 
Maintenance Act (1956) and the Guardians of the Ward Act (1890) were repealed in 
favour of more universally accessible adoption regulations. 
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4. The JJ Act made the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) the statutory 
framework for adoption-related matters, allowing adoption techniques for orphans, 
surrendered, and neglected or abandoned children to run smoothly. 

5. All Child Care Institutions, regardless of whether they are run by the State 
Government or by voluntary or non-governmental organizations, must be registered 
under the Act within 6 months of its implementation. 

6. The Juvenile Justice Act refined adoption methodologies for orphans, homeless 
children, and children who had surrendered. 

7. The act also established foster care in India. 
8. To allow it to carry out its duties more efficiently, the current Central Adoption 

Resource Authority (CARA) has been upgraded to the status of a statutory body. 
9. The law also states that when a decision to adopt a child is taken, disabled children 

and physically or financially ineffectual children are given precedence. 
10. Special measures have been taken to deal with child offenders aged 16 to 18 who 

commit heinous crimes. 
11. After undertaking the preliminary assessment, the Juvenile Justice Board has the 

option of transferring cases of heinous criminal offences conducted by such children 
to a Children’s Court (called a Court of Session). 

Offences under the Juvenile Justice Act 

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act covers three types of offences. 
These offences include – Cognizable, Non-Cognizable, and cases including both Cognizable 
and Non-Cognizable Offences. All these offences are discussed in detail in the section below: 

Cognizable Offences: 

A cognizable offence, under the Juvenile Justice Act 2015, is a crime for which a policeman, 
according to the first schedule or any other law in force at the time, could first detain the 
convict with no need for a warrant and begin an investigation without consent from the 
court. Killing, rape, abduction, thievery, dowry death, and other abhorrent or profound 
offences are examples of cognizable offences. Only cognizable crimes receive a first 
information report (FIR). 

Non-Cognizable Offences: 

A non-cognizable crime is one that is not bailable and is listed in the first schedule of 
the Indian Penal Code. In the instance of a non-cognizable offence, the police cannot detain 
or investigate the defendant in the absence of a warrant. 
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A charge sheet is filed with the magistrate, who is presumed to direct that an investigation 
be launched by the involved police officers. Falsification, deception or cheating, defamation, 
public nuisance, and other non-cognizable crimes fall into this category. 

Cases including both Cognizable and Non-Cognizable Offences: 

As per Section 155(4) of the Criminal Procedure Code, whenever there are two or maybe 
more crimes conducted in a case, at least one of which is cognizable and the other is not, in 
that scenario, the complete case must then be treated as a cognizable case, with the lead 
investigating officer having all of the authority and power that he possesses when 
investigating a cognizable case. 

Problems with Juvenile Justice Act 2015 

1. The amendment in question is to Section 86 of the JJ Act, which states that crimes 
under the special law, punishable by three to seven years in prison, have now been 
recategorized as non-cognizable. 

2. While victims will be unable to straightforwardly report such crimes due to power 
imbalances, often such crimes are brought to the police by either parents or child 
rights organizations and Child Welfare Committees (CWC). 

3. Parents of such children are most often day labourers who are either unsure how to 
go about reporting the crime or are unwilling to document the crimes with the 
police. 

4. They do not want to participate in the court process as it would require them to 
leave work, resulting in wage loss. 

5. In most cases, CWCs’ (Child Welfare Committees) very first intuition is to “talk and 
come to an agreement” without intensifying the incident to the police. 

6. Attempting to make these crimes, as well as several other major offences under the 
special law, non-cognizable would end up making trying to report a crime to the 
police much more complicated. 
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About Lupus: 

1. Lupus is an autoimmune disease in which the body's immune system starts attacking 

your own tissues and organs. 

2. The condition primarily affects the kidney, but it also has an impact on the skin, 

blood vessels, connective tissue, heart, brain, and almost every other organ. 

3. It is treated by immunosuppression via drugs such as mycophenolate, azathioprine, 

cyclophosphamide, rituximab 

4. The SLEDAI disease activity index is used for the prognosis of this disease. 

What are the types of lupus? 

1. Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE): The most common form of lupus. 

2. Cutaneous lupus: A form of lupus that is limited to the skin. 

3. Drug-induced lupus: A lupus-like disease caused by certain prescription drugs. 

4. Neonatal lupus: A rare condition that affects infants of women who have lupus. 
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Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 

o In 1989, the Government of India enacted the Scheduled Castes and Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act in order to prevent atrocities against SC/STs.  

o The purpose of the Act was to prevent atrocities and help in the social 
inclusion of Dalits into society.  

 Aim: 
o This legislation aims at preventing the commission of offences by persons 

other than Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes against Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes.  
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 Offender: 
o Any person who is not a member of a scheduled caste or a scheduled 

tribe and commits an offence listed in the Act against a member of a 
scheduled caste or a scheduled tribe is an offender. 

 Cognizable offence: 
o All offences listed in the Act are cognizable.  
o The police can arrest the offender without a warrant and start an 

investigation into the case without taking any orders from the court. 
 Punishments: 

o The Act prescribes both minimum as well as maximum punishment.  
 The minimum in most cases is six months imprisonment while the 

maximum is five years sentence and with a fine.  
o In some cases, the minimum is enhanced to one year while the maximum 

goes up to life imprisonment or even death sentence. 

Other Provisions safeguarding the rights of SCs and Sts in India 

 The Indian Government has enacted laws to remove negative discrimination and has 
also brought in many reforms to improve the quality of life for the weaker sections 
of society. Few among them are: 

o Constitutionally guaranteed fundamental human rights 
o Abolition of ‘untouchability’ in 1950 
o Provision of reservations in places like educational institutions, for 

employment opportunities etc. 
o Establishing social welfare departments and national commissions for the 

welfare of scheduled castes and tribes. 
 Right to Equality  

o Articles 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 of the Constitution of India highlight the Right 
to Equality in detail.  

o It refers to equality in the eyes of law, discarding any unfairness on grounds 
of caste, race, religion, place of birth sex.  

o It also includes equality of prospects in matters of employment, abolition of 
untouchability and abolition of titles.  
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Indian Council of Medical Research 

 It is the apex body in India for the formulation, coordination and promotion of 
biomedical research. 

 Its mandate is to conduct, coordinate and implement medical research for the benefit 
of the Society; translating medical innovations into products/processes and 
introducing them into the public health system. 

 It is funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health Research, 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 
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i-Drone Significance: 

 Drones can be used in delivering important life-saving medicines and 
collecting blood samples in critical situations and in tough geographical areas. 

 Over the last decade, drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), are being 
increasingly used for 

o law and order,  
o courier services,  
o surveillance and 
o attack in the military domain.  

 Modern drones have been used militarily since the 1990s, including by the US during 
the Gulf War. 

 In India, the most commonly known drones are: 
o Quad- and hexacopters used for civil and commercial purposes,  
o Heron drones used for military surveillance.  
o Different UAVs operate under various technologies ranging from the remote 

control by a human operator to using GPS and radio frequencies, and 
autopilot assistance 
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